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27 June 1968

The Honorable Payl O, Warnke
Assisiant Secretary of Defense
{Intarnational Security Affairs)
Uepartment of Defense
Washington, I, C. 20301

Dear Mr, Warnke:

My, Helms has asked me to convey to you our views with regard
to the proposals contained in your letter of 11 June 1968, in which
you forward A scenaric and study outline for an examination of the
relative force capabilities of NATO and the Wareaw Pact to be under-
taken in line with an agreement of the NATO Defense Ministars.,

While the Agency is ready to provide whatever assistance it can
to this effort, we have some regervations as to the advisability of
the sffort at this time.

The scenario strikes us as uarealistic, It asswmnes an ability,
not only within the U, 5, Goveromieat but alsc among the NATO
countries, to agree and progress on complex and controversial
matters at 8 rapid rate. The scenario, for example, allows only
24 working days--15 July to 15 August--for the Drafting Group 25X1X7
{which doas not yet exist) to prepare and submit ite first draft. None

25X1X7

gives us any ¢
the most demanding clrcmﬁmncces.

This brings me to our next reservation. Becn ¢ the core of
any NATO-Warsaw Pact forgé &uéﬁé&'uxm lies in the nzseesment of
the Central Region, the examination fails heaviest upon those in Cl1A
and DIA responsible for analyzing Soviet and Pact ground forces.
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These are the same persons who are dseply involved in a joiat
reassepsment of the Soviet ground {orces and their ability to
reinforce in the Central Region. This undertaking-«ts which beth
L1A and DIA have given the highest priovity--was requested by the
Gucretary of Defonse.

The work of the joint study ie not yet finished., Nor, by le
nature, can it be greatly accelerated, Any substantisl dversion
of resources now wholly applied to the foint stady to engage in the
comparison exercise would adverssly affect the progress of the work.
if there i3 to be & diverslon, we should have a restatemeont of priovites
by the Secretary of Defense.

The relationship of the Joint siudy to the proposnd exar

is mportaat in snother way, 48 you kaow, the Secretary of Su
the Secretary of Defense, and the Director of Central !rmmgmw
kave agreed to it the use and éinrihatim a:xt the Mmﬁm gmmg 25X1X7
oul of the joint study. The receat dMemo
NIE H»l&*é‘?, for example, was releaged

thae ol gpecific understandings as to ite use. If U.5, woel
on t,he QA PC haged on the [oint study rather thas oo =
agreed RATO mxggnu found in 3T 161768, these ground rules wui
seed to be redefined.

* b g 54

1 will be glad to discuse these comiments with you, or you may
want 12 haes your represeniatives coatact Mr. Brece C. Clarke, Jr.,
Uirpstor af the Office of Strategic Resoarch, who will represent CIA
in the digcussion and netivity relating to the examination of NATO
and Wasekw Fact £¢;rca;,

: J mugéing map}.ea af i'his }eattver to Mre. lLeddy and General Carroll.

Sincerely,

R AT NS T L St S Ty /..:/ Rufus Toyler

ﬂafws Taylor
. Admiral, U, 3. Havy
Jeputy Lirector

......

cct irmmr, j§3 7.3
Assistant Secremry, LUR/State py

Conosnandh
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/e/R.J. Smith 26 June 1968

R.J.Smith taes e e
Deputy Director for Intelligence . . . .. . .« R

OSR:BCClarke, Jr. :1m/7111 {25 June 68) ’
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